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The Woman  

In that time a person who was bleeding was considered to be 
unclean. In fact, when a woman was on her monthly cycle she 
could not go out in public because she was unclean.  

This woman probably lost friendships because of her condition. 
It is also likely that she lost her husband. We know that she was 
married because the term used for “woman” indicates that she 
was a wife (much like our usage of Mrs.). However, since she 
was unclean, she could not be intimate with her husband which 
would have given him grounds for divorce. On top of that, she 
was broke (verse 26)!  

But wait, as if that wasn’t enough she was also tired and weak. 
It’s very probable that she was anemic from the loss of blood. 
So, here we have a lonely, broke, tired woman.  

The Act 

Her act of reaching out for Jesus’ robe in the midst of a crazy 
crowd wasn’t just some crazy whim; it was an act of 
desperation. She so badly needed and wanted her situation to 
change; she was so desperate that she stepped out and took a 
risk. 

The Result  

This woman was at the end of the rope, her desperation caused her to take a risk. This risk brought her 

to her healing.  

 

For Reflection  

Are you lonely, tired and broke. Are you desperate enough to take a risk for change? What kind of risks 

might you need to take?  We live in a world where people in need of Jesus. That is cause for desperation 

alone! Are you desperate for God to move in your family, community and world? What are some risks 

you can take to change your family, community and world?   

Mark 5:24-29 

24 Jesus went with him, and all the people 

followed, crowding around him. 25 A 

woman in the crowd had suffered for 

twelve years with constant bleeding. 26 

She had suffered a great deal from many 

doctors, and over the years she had spent 

everything she had to pay them, but she 

had gotten no better. In fact, she had 

gotten worse. 27 She had heard about 

Jesus, so she came up behind him through 

the crowd and touched his robe. 28 For 

she thought to herself, “If I can just touch 

his robe, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately 

the bleeding stopped, and she could feel in 

her body that she had been healed of her 

terrible condition.    

 


